
Maize is a great cropMaize is a Great Crop
and is not the problem!



Why do farmers grow Maize?

• Animals like and perform on it

• Highest gas yield (digesters)

• Consistent quality

• Relatively low cost

• Easy to grow

• Wide harvest window

• Valuable starch

• Etc etc



So what is the problem?:

• Compaction as the result of harvest
• Soil erosion

• Soil wash

• Nutrient Overload
• Oversupply of nutrient 

• Organic manures

• Phosphate 





Options for change

• Review Site Suitability

• Correct Variety Choice

• Earliest Drilling date

• Correct Nutrient supply

• Timely Harvest date

• Post harvest management
• Undersowing

• After sowing



Site Suitability



Site Suitability



Options for change

• Review Site Suitability

• Correct Variety Choice

• Earliest Drilling date

• Correct Nutrient supply

• Timely Harvest date

• Post harvest management
• Undersowing

• After sowing







Options for change

• Review Site Suitability

• Correct Variety Choice

• Earliest Drilling date

• Correct Nutrient supply

• Timely Harvest date

• Post harvest management
• Undersowing

• After sowing



• The earlier the drilling the 
earlier the harvest

Drilling Date
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25t/ha (10t/ac)  15, 48 & 213 50t/ha (20t/ac) 



MGA Nitrogen 
Predictor



Phosphate fertiliser 
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Post Harvest management

Timeliness



Measuring run-off at IGER 

Undersown Chisel plough Stubble

53 litres 1litre 228 litres

Undersown Chisel plough Stubble Cover crop

53 litres 1litre 228 litres 179 litres
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Conclusions 

• Not maize but inappropriately grown maize which is the problem

• Is the site suitable – MGA Site Selector

• Choose an early maturing variety

• Drill as early as soil conditions and temperature allow

• Apply nutrient based on crop need

• Harvest when fit at 32% DM – monitor DM regularly from Mid August 

• Plan post maize winter field management
• Under sowing – drill – works well

• Post harvest management – if cropping harvest early and act quickly. 



Thank You for listening 


