
Devon & Cornwall Soils Alliance:
Understanding Soils

Richard Smith
Environment Agency



Soils and runoff



Incidents



• Law ?
• Cause ?
• Solution ?



BROWN SOILS –
naturally well drained

GLEY SOILS –
naturally poorly drained



Soil moisture



Timeliness



Soil bearing strength 



Perched water?



Sandy lands



Clay lands



Moorland



Case study



Soil survey



Soil Series

Freely draining

1. Berstead

2. Atrim

3. East Keswick

4. Teme

Poorly draining

5. Hopsford

6. Whimple

7. Worcester

8. Brockhurst

9. Fladbury
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