
Westcountry CSI:
Citizen Science Investigations

Training Pack 3: Useful Resources



Deciding when and where to sample can be tricky – this 
training pack includes some useful resources to help 

with this decision. 

Use these resources alongside ‘Training Pack 1: 
Experimental Design & Monitoring Strategy’ to collect 

some really useful data.



Where should I survey?

Bing Maps – Online OS mapping
Bing maps has an Ordnance Survey basemap feature. Use this to find places where 
footpaths or lanes cross rivers, and therefore provide a good place to access the river for 
sampling.

https://www.bing.com/maps


Where should I survey?

Grid Reference Finder 
Using Grid Reference Finder, you can find out the coordinates of any location in a variety 
of formats.

Note: you can also automatically enter the grid reference of your sampling location by 
clicking the map in Cartographer when you upload your survey.

https://www.gridreferencefinder.com/


Where should I survey?

Environment Agency Catchment Data Explorer 
This website has details of ongoing Environment Agency monitoring, and is a good way to 
understand how rivers and streams fit together to form a catchment.

http://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning/OperationalCatchment/3022


What are the conditions like?

Met Office – Rainfall Radar
The survey form asks how much rain there has been in the 24 hours before the survey was 
completed. It doesn’t ask for too much detail (the options are None, Light Rain or Heavy 
Rain), but if you’ve been away it can be helpful to check what the weather has been like. 
Also, keeping an eye on the weather can help you to find some interesting results – try 
doing a few surveys during dry weather and then comparing to conditions after heavy rain.

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/public/weather/observation/rainfall-radar#?map=Rainfall&fcTime=1513206600&zoom=5&lon=-4.00&lat=55.01


What are the conditions like?

Environment Agency – River Levels
The survey form also asks about 
flow conditions and water level.

Some general tips for flow 
conditions are provided on the 
form;

• ‘Steady’ – walking speed

• ‘Surging’ – faster than walking 
speed

• ‘Slow’ – slower than walking 
speed

However, when you first get 
started or visit a site for the first 
time, water level can be difficult 
to judge. The EA River Level site is 
a useful resource for 
understanding recent river levels.

https://flood-warning-information.service.gov.uk/river-and-sea-levels


Get in touch
If you have any questions, or would like to 
know more, please email csi@wrt.org.uk or 

tweet us @RiverGeeks_WRT

Thanks for being part of Westcountry CSI


